
Trans. Leicestershire Archaeol. and Hist. Soc., 88 (2014)

ARCHAEOLOGY IN LEICESTER, 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND 

RUTLAND 2013
Edited by John Thomas

Archaeological watching briefs which have produced no significant archaeological 
features or finds are listed at the end of the relevant county sections below. In 
each case, the parish/site name is followed by the name of the organisation which 
undertook the fieldwork. For abbreviations, please see above (p. iv). Some entries 
may relate to fieldwork undertaken before 2013 but not previously reported.

LEICESTER

All finds and records are deposited with Leicester City Museums Service (LCMS) 
under the accession number cited at the end of the entry.

Leicester, Charles Street (SK 58854 04787) Andrew McLeish, Vicki Score

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS during Site Investigation 
works at Haymarket Bus Station, Leicester. Previously drilled samples were also 
assessed for potential archaeological deposits. The results suggested significant 
truncation by modern deposits down to varying depths, but two samples (WS03 and 
WS04) found possible archaeological deposits – c.0.9m thick, dark soil containing 
post-medieval finds. Other extra-mural sites in the area suggest archaeological cut 
features at around 1.1m deep, and the depth of the modern and post-medieval 
deposits here suggest either a high level of truncation or more intensive (and 
therefore deeper) activity. No evidence was identified for any deposits earlier than 
post-medieval or the continuation of the known Roman cemetery to the east.

Leicester, the Grey Friars Project: Phase 2 (SK 585 043) Mathew Morris

Much has happened since the excavation in 2012 on the Grey Friars site and the 
identification of skeletal remains in the choir of the friary church as that of King 
Richard III (TLAHS, 87, 9–14). In July 2013, ULAS carried out a second four-
week excavation on the site as part of its ongoing interpretation as a heritage asset. 
The continued investigation of the area around the grave of the King was aimed 
at acquiring further information regarding the relationship of the grave within the 
friary church and a better understanding of the development of the friary itself. This 
would aid the development of the visitor centre which is to be built on the site and 
protect any archaeology threatened by the new build, either through excavation 
or the development of an appropriate mitigating scheme. Work was carried out in 
partnership between the University of Leicester, Leicester City Council and Morgan 
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Sindall, the council’s contractors for the visitor centre. A 25m by 17m area around 
the grave site was excavated, uncovering as much of the eastern half of the Grey 
Friars church as was practicable (Fig. 1). This area lay partially within the city 
council car park and the former school playground which had been excavated 
previously. At the time of writing, examination of the new information is still in 
progress and the following notes are intended only as a short provisional summary 
of the major discoveries.

Valuable new information relating to the chancel of the Grey Friars church has 
been uncovered. The confirmation of wall lines, evidence for the northern choir 
stall, and of particular importance the western end of the choir, gives a clearer idea 
of how the church was laid out and confirms that King Richard ’s grave is indeed at 
the western end of the choir close to the southern choir stall. The discovery inside 
the choir of the first piece of intact tile flooring inside, along with tile impressions 
elsewhere, has allowed a reconstruction of the floor pattern inside parts of the church 
(Fig. 2). Whilst the discovery of a substantial stone building with large buttressed 
foundations, immediately south of the church, and seemingly not joined to the other 
cloistral buildings to the west, adds significantly to our understanding of the history 
of the site, it is possible that it could be the remains of an earlier church or chapel 
on the site. Tantalisingly, new historic research has identified two references to the 
construction of the church. The first, in AD 1255, references the completion of  
the friar’s chapel; the second, in AD 1290, refers to the completion of the nave of the 
church. This could be viewed in two ways: the friars built the chancel of the church 
(the ‘chapel’) first before adding a nave; or the friars built a separate small chapel for 
their own use before replacing it with a larger church.

As part of the 2013 excavation, three more graves from inside the church were 
exhumed – one from the presbytery, a second from the eastern end of the choir and 
a third half under the choir and half under the presbytery, so presumably dating 
from an earlier phase of the church. The latter two were buried in wooden coffins 
whilst the one in the presbytery, sited more or less centrally within the space and 
probably fairly close to the high alter, was buried in a stone coffin (Fig. 3). This 
is the first fully intact medieval stone coffin to be discovered in Leicester during a 
modern archaeological excavation. The outer coffin which is carved from limestone 
is 2.12 metres long, 0.6 metres wide at the ‘head’ end, 0.3 metres wide at the ‘foot’ 
end and 0.3 metres deep. Inside was an inner lead coffin, intact except for a hole at 
one end of the casket where the lead had decayed and collapsed inwards. This inner 
coffin is likely to contain a high-status burial, but as yet no clues as to their identity 
have been found. No writing is visible on the coffin lid, although it does bear a crude 
cross soldered onto the metal. Provisional analysis of these burials suggests that 
all three are women. A further seven graves have been tentatively identified in the 
chancel of the church. These have been left intact and undisturbed.

Elsewhere on site further evidence for the friary’s demolition during the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in the mid-sixteenth century has been recorded, as 
well as evidence of the site being used as a garden in the post-medieval period. 
A11.2012.
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Fig. 1. Plan of the Greyfriars excavations.

Fig. 2. Tile flooring inside the Greyfriars choir.
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Leicester, Newarke Street (SK 5855 0409) Tony Gnanaratnam,  
Wayne Jarvis

ULAS undertook an archaeological evaluation and salvage excavation on land to 
the rear of the Elfed Thomas Business and Law Building, Newarke Street. Roman 
activity was identified in a small area of surviving archaeological deposits in the 
south-west of the site. Evidence for early occupation, predominantly of a (mid) 
second century AD date, was revealed. By the late second century the site was 
demarcated with perpendicular ditches. No later activity was identified after this 
except for garden soils. This may be partly due to truncation of later deposits or the 
use of the land for agricultural purposes.

A second phase of work discovered burials associated with the Roman cemetery, 
as well as pits and ditches. A small trench adjacent to the former Oxford Street 
School building produced evidence for an insubstantial medieval ditch, seemingly 
perpetuating and extending the line of an earlier feature associated with the Roman 
inhumation cemetery a short distance to the north. In addition, a well-constructed 
granite-built post-medieval building with associated plaster floors was revealed. 
This overlays a likely medieval ditch. A second, smaller area investigated close by to 
the north-east revealed a single heavily-truncated adult inhumation burial. A9.2011.

Leicester, 16–26 Oxford Street (SK 585 040) John Thomas

ULAS undertook an archaeological excavation at 16–26 Oxford Street, behind the 
former Antiques Centre, in March/April 2013 in advance of redevelopment for 
student accommodation. The site is situated close to a number of earlier excavations 
that have taken place in the southern suburbs of the walled town. The work revealed 

Fig. 3. The stone coffin with lid lifted, exposing the inner lead coffin.
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complementary evidence, particularly in relation to the Newarke Street Roman 
cemetery (Cooper and Buckley 1996, Derrick 2009).

The earliest evidence for activity indicates Roman occupation of the second to 
third centuries consisting of plot boundaries and pitting. The area later became used 
as a Roman cemetery in the third to fourth centuries and 13 graves relating to this 
phase of activity were located and excavated. The graves contained the remains 
of men, women and children, representing a diverse range of burial practices, in 
contrast to other excavations within the cemetery that had suggested the interred 
were largely Christian in belief. The majority of the graves were arranged in orderly 
rows on an east–west alignment, some with their heads to the west. Another was 
buried face down, while one of the east-facing burials had been decapitated. Dated 
to the early fourth century AD, many of the individuals had been interred in coffins 
with personal items including hairpins, belt buckles and hobnailed boots, while one 
– a slightly built individual, possibly a female – was wearing a jet ring decorated with 
what may be an early Christian symbol; its enigmatic markings could be interpreted 
as the letters I and X overlaid in an iota-chi, a motif representing the first letters of 
‘Jesus Christ’ in Greek (Fig. 4). 

The ring was found on the left hand of the individual, together with another ring 
made of iron and decorated with silver, whilst beneath the head was a bone object 
with iron rivets, possibly the remains of a comb. If the interpretation of the ring 
motif is correct, it suggests that some of the cemetery does include Christian burials 
in common with the findings from the other nearby excavations.

Fig. 4. Roman burial under excavation – note the re-used quern stone fragment in the 
burial lining.
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In contrast, the grave of a young child, found close to the individual with the 
rings and thought to be near contemporary, was oriented north–south, with the 
body laid on its side in a semi-foetal position, with the head removed and placed 
near the feet alongside two complete fourth-century colour coated pottery jars. The 
organisation of this grave suggests very different, perhaps pagan, beliefs.

The site lies in the backyard areas of medieval properties fronting onto Oxford 
Street and a large number of pits relating to this period were found across the 
site (Fig. 5). All were substantial and contained large amounts of domestic waste 
including pottery, animal bone and organic deposits.

A massive ditch aligned on Newarke Street may relate to the town’s Civil War 
defences, adding to a number of other similar features found on nearby excavations.

Overlying this was an intriguing building built of re-used brick and sandstone 
pieces. This building apparently is recorded on the early maps of the area and may 
represent an initial phase of re-occupation of the southern suburbs after the Civil 
War. Many of the sandstone blocks are curved, possibly coming from a dismantled 
tower, turret or circular staircase. The quality of the stonework suggests it could 
have originated from a high status building. A2.2013.

References

Cooper, L. and ‘A Roman Cemetery in Newarke Street, Leicester’, TLAHS, 70, 
 Buckley, R., 1996  1–90.
Derrick, M., 2009 ‘The Excavation of a Roman Cemetery at 21–23 Newarke Street, 

Leicester’, TLAHS, 83, 63–87.

Fig. 5. View across the area of medieval pitting.
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Historic Building Recording

Leicester The former Jemsox Factory, 39–41 Welford Road (SK 5873 0394)
Leicester The former Oxford Street School, Oxford Street (SK 585 040)

Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Leicester
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Leicester: Land at Ashton Close, Mowmacre Hill; Leicester: Land at 4 Rutland 
Street (SK 590 044); Leicester: St Denys Church, Church Road, Evington (SK 62759 
02764); Leicester: Guildhall Lane (SK 58450 04453); Leicester: Leicester Castle 
(SK 5824 0416); Leicester: Market Centre (SK 58740 04430); Leicester: Land off 
Hoods Close, Mowmacre Hill (SK 578 088)

LEICESTERSHIRE

All finds and records have been deposited with Leicestershire County Council under 
the accession number given at the end of each entry.

Appleby Magna, land west of Church Street James Harvey
(NGR SK 315 099)

A desk-based assessment undertaken by CgMs for a proposed development west 
of Church Street, Appleby, Leicestershire (Bourn 2012), highlighted surviving 
earthworks, which had been surveyed by R. F. Hartley in the 1980s, on the site of 
the former Dormer’s Hall in the centre of the site adjacent to the existing ponds, 
the line of the former driveway for Dormer’s Hall, possible fish ponds of Dormer’s 
Hall (MLE4255). At the request of Leicestershire County Council, Historic and 
Natural Environment Team, as advisors to the planning authority. an additional 
earthwork survey has been undertaken to assess the condition of the earthworks. 
This confirmed that the northern extent of the earthworks is relatively well preserved 
and any underlying archaeological deposits are likely to be relatively undisturbed. 
The southern extent comprising ridge and furrow earthworks has been damaged by 
marl extraction.

Reference

Bourn, R., 2013 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment of Land to the West of 
Church Street and Measham Road, Appleby Magna, Leicestershire, 
CgMs Report RB/14752, January 2013.

Appleby Magna, Measham Road (SK 317 103)  Roger Kipling

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was undertaken by ULAS in November 2013 
on behalf of Paladin Development Ltd on land at Measham Road, Appleby Magna. 
The fieldwork was undertaken as part of a combined programme of earthwork, 
geophysical and fieldwalking survey, in advance of proposed residential development. 
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The fieldwalking survey produced a small quantity of late medieval and post-
medieval pottery, likely deposited as the result of the manuring of the arable fields, 
some possibly originating from the nearby village or earthworks. X.A183.2013.

Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Ley Farm, Heath End David James Budge 
(SK 3680 2123)

Excavation of a site at Heath End, Leicestershire, was carried out by members of 
the Ticknall Archaeological Research Group (TARG) directed by staff from Mercian 
Archaeological Services CIC (MAS, Mercian). The work took place between 15 and 
20 of May 2013 and involved the excavation of an area of approximately 35m 
squared. The excavation revealed part of the remains of an eighteenth-century Type 
3 (Musty 1974) pottery kiln with associated features (metalled surface, possible coal 
store, pot dump, post hole). The kiln was firing delicate mottled ware tablewares in 
saggars and probably coarser bowls and jars in lead-glazed earthenware, the latter 
having been found in quantity in the overlying ploughsoil. The kiln was of brick 
construction and coal fired. The internal diameter of the firing chamber was 6ft 
(1.83m). The four flues encountered in the trench suggested the kiln had been built 
with eight. The excavation adds significantly to knowledge of the Ticknall pottery 
industry.

Reference

Musty, J., 1974 ‘Medieval Pottery Kilns’, in V. Evison, H. Hodges and J. G. Hurst 
(eds), Medieval Pottery from Excavations: Studies Presented to 
Gerald Clough Dunning, 41–65.

Ashby-de-la-Zouch, land south and east of Money Hill James Harvey 
(SK 361 176 centre)

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching on land south 
and east of Money Hill, Ashby-de-la-Zouch. The work was undertaken in order 
to provide baseline data for an Environmental Statement concerning the proposed 
urban extension of Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

A total of six trenches was excavated in order to target the projected line of three 
possible pit alignments recorded in crop marks, and also to ascertain the nature of 
a number of anomalies recorded by the geophysical survey that suggested possible 
evidence of industrial activities.

Two trenches confirmed the presence of all three pit alignments, consisting of a 
single western pit alignment and a double eastern pit alignment. These trenches also 
contained a number of other features that are also likely to be associated with the 
pit alignments. None of the excavated pit alignment features contained artefactual 
material and the only find from the evaluation consisted of a secondary flint flake 
from one of the adjacent features. However, comparable evidence of these types of 
features suggests a broad date between the Late Bronze Age and Middle Iron Age 
for this activity. The pit alignments appear to be directly related to a promontory 
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located within the adjacent field to the north, perhaps linking into an earlier focus of 
settlement or funerary activity.

No evidence of industrial activities previously suggested by the geophysical 
survey was recorded within the trenches. Instead, areas of modern truncation 
and disturbance were recorded that may relate to recent open cast coal extraction 
activities. X.A22.2013.

Barrow upon Soar, ‘The Breaches’, Melton Road Leon Hunt 
(SK 58374 17285)

An archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS in the 
field known as ‘The Breaches’, Melton Road, Barrow upon Soar, in advance of the 
proposed re-development of the arable land for new housing. The area is known to 
be very rich in archaeological remains and the line of a Roman Road (The Saltway) is 
said to pass through the field from north-east to south-west. The area around Barrow 
is well known for lime production, which may have been carried out from Roman 
times into the twentieth century. Excavations from near to the site have revealed a 
number of kilns from many periods: from simple ‘clamp’ kilns dated to the early 
post-medieval period to larger and more sophisticated kilns from the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. Cartographic evidence from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries also showed limestone quarry and production continuing into 
these periods. 

A geophysical survey undertaken on the site prior to the evaluation had located 
many kiln features, along with anomalies associated with quarrying and a possible 
rectilinear enclosure. The 26 trial trenches were placed across these anomalies and 
nearly all the features shown on the previous survey were identified as either ‘clamp’ 
or linear kilns, or debris associated with kiln material. The evaluation also revealed 
that much of the field had been previously quarried for limestone and therefore any 
earlier archaeological remains may have been destroyed. Three kilns were excavated 
and recorded but no dating evidence was recovered. Further work in the area may 
yield material that can be closely dated. X.A178.2013.

Billesdon, Gaulby Road (SK 720 022) Leon Hunt

This was a field evaluation carried out by ULAS at the end of 2012.
The site, to the south of Gaulby Road on the outskirts of the village of Billesdon, 

had earlier been the subject of a geophysical survey, which had highlighted a number 
of quite obvious linear features, interpreted as ‘Iron Age/Romano-British field 
systems’.

The original design was to excavate 12 trenches throughout two fields that 
sloped down from north to south, but there was a rather cold, wet snap just before 
Christmas and the lower southern field had become largely waterlogged. As a result, 
only seven of these trenches were excavated and all of them were in the larger 
northern field.

Of the seven trenches only two were blank. All the others had three or four 
features in them. There were several ditches, gullies and a couple of pits, with a 
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small assemblage of Romano-British pottery. This is all very suggestive of a 
Romano-British settlement somewhere in the vicinity, possibly further north and 
east, towards the modern village core. X.A125.2012.

Broughton Astley, land east and west of Broughton Way Roger Kipling 
(SK 531 930 & SP 527 931)

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by ULAS in October 2013 
on land to the east and west of Broughton Way, Broughton Astley. The fieldwork 
was undertaken in response to an ongoing planning application for a mixed use 
development, and followed two desk-based assessments and a geophysical survey 
in order to assess the potential impact of the development on any archaeological 
remains as may have been present. 

The archaeological evaluation, comprising 71 30-m trenches, revealed localised 
evidence of archaeological activity in the form of a small ditched enclosure, probably 
associated with a farmstead of Late Iron Age date in the eastern area. X.A162. 2013.

Broughton Astley, land at Coventry Road Carol Simmonds 
(SP 5170 9338)

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Northampton 
Archaeology on land south of Coventry Road, Broughton Astley. The works followed 
a geophysical survey which produced negative results apart from a disused metal 
water pipe. At the time of trenching the site was under pasture with upstanding ridge 
and furrow earthworks. The evaluation identified ditches, a possible surface and a 
pit which appear to relate to medieval or earlier out-field systems. The remnants of 
this field system continued into the medieval period, with one of the ditches being 
superseded by a surface and then a headland. The artefacts recovered included three 
pieces of worked flint, a single sherd of medieval pottery and a small quantity of 
animal bone. X.A51.2013.

Burbage, land to the west of Britannia Road (SP 4422 9195) Roger Kipling

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by ULAS in January 2013 on behalf 
of David Wilson Homes. The archaeological evaluation at Britannia Road, Burbage, 
revealed limited archaeological evidence in the form of a single undated ditch. In 
light of the discovery of ditches representing Roman field systems on land directly 
adjacent to the west of the present development, this feature is likely to indicate the 
eastern limit of such activity. X.A4.2013.

Burrough Hill Hillfort, Burrough on the Hill  John Thomas, Andy Hyam 
(SK 7605 1195 centre)

In May 2013, ULAS undertook a programme of survey and recording at Burrough 
Hill Hillfort for English Heritage, Natural England and Leicestershire County 
Council. The work focused on areas of erosion to the earthworks on the eastern 
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side of the hillfort that has exposed stonework relating to the construction of the 
ramparts.

Erosion of the ramparts appears to have originated through natural processes 
involving soil slippage and root disturbance, but this problem has been exacerbated 
over time through human and animal traffic on the earthworks.

The exposure of stonework largely reflected the dumped layers of soil and 
ironstone rubble forming the core of the hillfort defences, whilst several areas 
provided more detailed evidence. In these areas drystone walls of coursed ironstone 
blocks probably related to the original facing of the hillfort rampart wall (Fig. 6).

The south-facing side of the hillfort has been badly affected by numerous badger 
and rabbit holes which are destabilising the rampart construction. Locations of the 
worst of these were also recorded as part of the project.

The results of this work form a baseline measure of the effects of erosion on 
the hillfort and will feed into future management strategies for the monument. 
X.A59.2013.

Burrough Hill Hillfort, Burrough on the Hill John Thomas, Jeremy Taylor, 
(SK 7605 1195 centre) Andy Hyam, Tim Higgins

The fourth season of excavation at Burrough Hill was undertaken by University 
of Leicester/ULAS in June–July 2013. Two large areas (Trenches 8 & 9) within the 
hillfort interior formed the focus of work in this season. Both trenches contained 

Fig. 6. In situ drystone walling of the hillfort ramparts exposed by erosion.
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significant new archaeological information relating to Iron Age activity at the 
hillfort, and evidence was discovered also for earlier and later human activity on 
the site.

Trench 8 was located in the south-west corner of the hillfort to target geophysical 
anomalies of a roundhouse and associated features, and to examine a conspicuous 
gap in the ramparts that may have been an original Iron Age entrance (Fig. 7).

A group of features with a probable Early Bronze Age date was revealed in the 
centre of Trench 8, providing evidence for some of the earliest human activity on 
Burrough Hill discovered to date. The focus appears to have been a large C-shaped 
ditch with c.10m diameter and an opening to the north. Within the opening a 
squared shallow feature, possibly the remains of a small structure, contained flint 
scrapers, an arrowhead and flint-knapping debris. To the rear of the C-shaped ditch 
a small pit contained fragments of at least three Beaker pots. Similar fragments of 
this pottery were found in the ditch and the possible structural remains, hinting at 
broadly contemporary activity.

Iron Age activity was focused on a complete roundhouse which, unusually, had 
remains of the building’s wall slot surviving, as well as the eaves-drip drainage gully. 
Several small pits, post-holes and burnt areas also survived within the building. The 
entrance had been sealed at some point by two short gullies, both of which were 
rich in finds, contrasting with the main roundhouse features that were relatively 
finds free. A number of pits were located to the rear of the roundhouse, all of which 
contained different information. Two large pits contained predominantly animal 
bone assemblages, while another contained a series of domestic deposits including 

Fig. 7. Trench 8 during excavation © ULAS/Aerial-Cam.
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pottery, bone, hearth waste, loom weights and a virtually complete, but smashed, 
rotary quern. Finally a pit behind the roundhouse contained layers of industrial 
waste and ash, and at the bottom a significant collection of decorative metal fittings 
from a chariot and what may be other horse-related equipment.

Excavation of the rampart did not resolve the question as to whether or not 
the gap was a formal entrance to the hillfort, but it did reveal a well-constructed 
drystone wall running across the gap. This wall may have defined or blocked an 
(as yet unseen) entrance in this corner of the hillfort. Further work on this area is 
planned for the final excavation season in 2014.

Trench 9 was located in the north-east corner of the hillfort and designed to 
investigate geophysical anomalies of several roundhouses and linear boundaries 
(Fig. 8). Once the trench was machined and cleaned it became clear that it contained 
more than the geophysical survey had predicted, with multiple overlapping curving 
gullies that probably represent a sequence of roundhouses occupying this area of 
Burrough Hill. One complete circular gully appears to represent a full roundhouse 
but others were less well preserved, consisting of only partial arcs. Associated pits 
produced assemblages of pottery, animal bone, loom weights and querns, including 
one that had been deliberately mis-shapen before deposition, in a similar way to the 
smashed quern in Trench 8.

Some of these roundhouse remains may have been used until quite late in 
the Iron Age occupation of the hillfort, as several features contained transitional 
‘combed ware’ pottery. A long-lived linear boundary also spanned the Iron Age–
Roman transition, indicating continuity of use here. A big surprise in Trench 9 
was a series of wall fragments which appear to date to the later Roman period. 

Fig. 8. Trench 9 under excavation © ULAS/Aerial-Cam.
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These did not show on the geophysical survey, but apparently relate to some 
sort of structure of the third to fourth century. The walls were badly damaged 
by medieval ploughing, making it difficult to determine exactly what these walls 
once belonged to, but they do provide a focus of activity for the spread of late 
Roman pottery that has been recovered from the northern part of the hillfort 
during earlier excavations. A stone-lined corn-drier or malting oven was also 
found in association with the walls, providing further evidence for Roman activity 
at Burrough Hill. X.A93.2010.

Castle Donington, former General Baptist Chapel, Bondgate Neil Finn 
(SK 4447 2733 centre)

A survey of memorial stones within the burial grounds to the east and west of the 
former General Baptist Chapel on Bondgate, Castle Donington, was undertaken 
by Neil Finn for Trigpoint Conservation and Planning Ltd on behalf of the 
commissioning clients Mr and Mrs Wilson. The survey involved a written transcript 
of each memorial, photographs in monochrome and colour digital formats, and 
preparation of location plans. The older burial ground is the area to the east (front) 
of the former chapel, which was in use from at least 1778, four years after the 
chapel was erected in 1774, until just after the middle of the nineteenth century (the 
latest memorial in this area is dated 1864). The burial ground to the west (rear) 
of the former chapel seems to have been in use from about 1827 until the early 
twenty-first century (the latest memorial in this area is dated 2004). This piece of 
ground may only have been acquired around 1827, which was also the year in 
which the original chapel was extended to the west. A small number of memorials 
occur within the chapel itself. In total some 149 memorials were recorded. Multiple 
individuals are commemorated on many of the memorials. There are also likely to 
be a significant number of unmarked graves. For these reasons an estimation of the 
likely total population of the burial grounds associated with the former Bondgate 
Baptist Chapel is not attempted. X.A70.2013.

Croxton Kerrial, Barn Lodge Farm (SK 8466 2805) Chris Chinnock

Northamptonshire Archaeology was commissioned by N. Hall Archaeological 
Services, on behalf of their client, Belvoir Estate, to conduct an archaeological 
evaluation at Barn Lodge Farm, Croxton Kerrial, prior to a proposed extension to 
the poultry farm. Seven trenches were excavated and two were extended to further 
investigate a large ditch in three trenches to the north of the field. Two very small 
fragments of Roman pottery were recovered near the surface of the ditch and may 
not be indicative of its age. X.A162.2013.

Desford, 23 Main Street (SK 4778 0342) Kevin Trott

Pre-Construct Archaeology undertook an archaeological evaluation consisting 
of three trial trenches on land at 23 Main Street, Desford, in January 2013. The 
evaluation recorded a sequence of layers, deposits and features that were not 
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originally anticipated. It comprised Mid Pleistocene Sand and Gravel in all trenches 
at an elevation between 135.39, and 137.62m OD. At the surface of these in Trench 
1, a gully was recorded which is interpreted as medieval in date. The gully was 
sealed by an extensive deposit of quartz pebble rich silty material of post-medieval 
date. A single post-hole and pit of medieval date were encountered within Trench 
2. Both these features were sealed beneath a compact quartz pebble rich silty soil 
of medieval date. Two late eighteenth to nineteenth-century pits in Trench 3 were 
sealed beneath the foundations and floor of a late nineteenth-century stable that 
relates to an ancillary structure within the ‘Yard’, which is shown in this location 
on maps of the later nineteenth century. Finally, the sequences within Trenches 1, 
2 and 3 were associated with the hard standing for the haulage yard, constructed 
in the 1960s. The area to the north of Trench 3 had previously been subjected 
to truncation from the removal of a fuel tank and surrounding contamination.  
X.A11.2013.

Earl Shilton, 96 Mill Lane (SP 4769 9784) Gary Trimble

An archaeological trial trench evaluation followed by a watching brief was undertaken 
by Witham Archaeology on the proposed site of a new housing development in 
grounds currently forming 96 Mill Lane, Earl Shilton. The development site is 
situated within an area rich in archaeological remains: Bronze Age barrows were 
excavated prior to the construction of the Earl Shilton bypass, along with Iron Age 
and Roman features. To the east of the site is a Middle to Late Iron Age enclosure 
recorded as part of a programme of trial trenching. An Iron Age/Roman field system 
located north of Mill Lane and south of Thurlaston Lane was also recorded.

Geophysical survey work has recorded a number of undated linear anomalies to 
the south-east of the site, including one which follows a SE–NW alignment extending 
towards the current development area. Five evaluation trenches, each measuring 
10m × 1.80m, were excavated as part of the current project. All of the trenches were 
located within the footprint areas of the proposed dwellings.

A ditch on a SSE to NNW alignment was recorded in the northernmost trench 
(Trench 1) nearest Mill Lane. Pottery recovered from the fill indicates an Iron 
Age date. Further archaeological work in the form of a watching brief during 
the excavation of footings across the northernmost house plot resulted in further 
recording of the ditch located in Trench 1. The ditch may define part of the western 
side of a Middle to Late Iron ditched enclosure whose eastern and southern sides 
were investigated during a trial trench evaluation on land to the north of Mill Lane 
in 2010. X.A55.2013.

Enderby, land off Seine Lane (SP 528 993) Ed Oakley

Allen Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Landmark Planning Ltd on behalf 
of AC Shropshire Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching 
on land off Seine Lane in Enderby. The site lies within an area of archaeological 
potential, close to find spots of Roman and medieval date, and within a landscape 
characterised by prehistoric and Romano-British enclosures. Geophysical survey 
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on the site identified a low density of magnetic anomalies which may have had an 
archaeological origin.

Nineteen trenches were excavated in the proposed development area. Of these, 
nine contained archaeological features consisting of possible medieval plough 
furrows, a culverted watercourse of probable post-medieval date and field boundaries 
shown on historic mapping of the site. The remaining 10 trenches proved to contain 
no archaeological features or deposits. X.A32.2013.

Fenny Drayton, The Forge, 15 Old Forge Road (SP 350 969) Leon Hunt

Archaeological attendance and recording (watching brief) was undertaken by ULAS 
during groundworks at The Forge, 15 Old Forge Road, Fenny Drayton, during the 
excavation of foundation trenches for a new extension to the existing house.

The site lies within the medieval and post-medieval core of the village and close 
to known archaeological remains. An archaeological evaluation carried out in 1999 
to the rear of the current site revealed medieval pottery and tiles. The remains of the 
furnace of the old forge lie adjacent to the site.

A large pit, most likely associated with the remains of the furnace at the site, was 
revealed during the watching brief. Part of the original timber framing of the house 
was exposed during the work. X.A38.2013.

Glenfield, County Hall (SK 5499 0713)  Tim Higgins

A strip plan and sample excavation and watching brief was undertaken by ULAS 
during construction work for a new car park at County Hall, Glenfield. A preceding 
evaluation had indicated the archaeological potential of the area, revealing the 
presence of Roman features. The excavation revealed a spread of occupation 
activity including a possible cobbled trackway, and several ditches containing 
Roman pottery and animal bones. A Roman plate brooch disc consisting of three 
concentric enamelled zones was also found in one of the ditches. The results of the 
fieldwork suggest the features are perhaps the outlying enclosures of a Romano-
British settlement, with the focus possibly under pasture fields to the north. These 
features probably represent a continuation of The Gynsills excavation, located 
directly to the south-west, where in 1998 excavations by Birmingham University 
Field Archaeology Unit recorded a series of similar ditched enclosures. X.A76.2012.

Great Glen, Crematorium & Burial Site (SP 6604 9687) David Harrison

Archaeological survey and trial trenching was undertaken on the area of a proposed 
crematorium and burial site to the south of Great Glen. A geophysical survey covering 
10.5 hectares of land revealed no obvious archaeological potential, although ridge 
and furrow regimes, and a probable former field boundary, are thought to relate 
to a medieval open field system. A programme of fieldwalking undertaken upon 
completion of the survey recovered 112 sherds of medieval pottery, with the main 
concentration focused towards the historic medieval core of Great Glen. A single 
sherd of Roman Samian ware was also recovered.
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West Yorkshire Archaeological Services was commissioned by Sarah Woodget 
of Hyder consulting (UK) Ltd to undertake a programme of archaeological trial 
trenching, to further evaluate the site; 21 trenches were dug across the site. The 
evaluation proved to be largely negative, with only one definite small prehistoric 
pit in Trench 9 being of any note, perhaps being indicative of low-level prehistoric 
activity in the area. The presence of seven of the furrows identified by the geophysical 
survey was confirmed, many seemingly having been ploughed out and remaining 
only as magnetic enhancement in the ploughsoil. Overall, the evidence gained from 
the evaluation suggests the proposed development may have been on the periphery 
of settlement areas throughout history and has probably been under a regime of 
arable production since the medieval period.

Kilby, land adjacent to 19 Main Street (SP 6194 9541) Jennifer Browning

Archaeological work was undertaken by ULAS prior to groundworks for a new 
dwelling on land adjacent to 19 Main Street, Kilby. Five trenches were excavated 
within the area, comprising approximately 35 per cent  of the site and c.50 per 
cent  of the areas which will be impacted upon. Investigation revealed a single large, 
but apparently shallow, archaeological feature at the edge of the area, from which 
pottery dating from the eleventh to the fifteenth centuries was recovered. It was 
not possible to expose the full extent of the feature, as this was outside the house 
footprint. The depth and lack of definition suggests that the feature may represent a 
spread of material infilling a hollow, rather than a ditch. No archaeological features 
were revealed across the rest of the house footprint. X.A170.2013.

Kings Norton, The Old Vicarage, Main Street (SK 6889 0051) Kevin Trott

PCA undertook an archaeological watching brief during the excavation of 
foundations for a detached single garage and a drainage soak-away at The Old 
Vicarage, Main Street, Kings Norton, in April 2013. The site is located immediately 
south-west of the historic core settlement of Kings Norton, on the south-eastern 
corner of land that is flanked by five intersecting roads and lanes located to the north 
and west. The grounds of The Old Vicarage are situated to the north of St John the 
Baptist Church and west of the residential property known as Uplands. The watching 
brief established that the area contained eighteenth-century disturbances including 
a pit. The groundwork also identified a narrow band of medieval cultivation soil 
surviving above the natural sands. X.A33.2013.

Long Whatton, 59 Main Street (SK 4795 2356) Neil Finn

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on land to the north (rear) of 59 
Main Street, Long Whatton, in February 2013, by Archaeology & Built Heritage 
on behalf of the landowner Mr Keith Nicholls. Three trial trenches were excavated 
within the footprint of a proposed new dwelling and garage/store. Archaeological 
remains were located in two of the trenches, comprising of two ditches and a pit or 
post-hole, all of Saxo-Norman or early medieval date. A complete, articulated cow 
buried in a pit in one of the trenches appeared to be a modern feature. X.A18.2013.
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Lutterworth, Leaders Farm (SP 5302 8423) Mathew Morris

During the autumn of 2013, ULAS carried out an archaeological excavation  
on land at Leaders Farm, on the south-western edge of Lutterworth, for 
Bellway Homes (East Midlands) Ltd, prior to construction of a new residential 
development to be known as Whittle Fields. An evaluation carried out by ULAS in 
2012 (TLAHS, 87, 257) identified two areas containing significant archaeological 
evidence dating to the Iron Age and Roman periods, consisting of a probable 
roundhouse, enclosures and ditches. Follow up work in 2013 saw the excavation 
of two large open areas (Field 1 and Field 2), 1.1ha and 0.8ha respectively, to 
record this activity (Fig. 9); and the excavation of seven more trial trenches to 
better characterise peripheral areas of the site and to further investigate a large 
undated earthwork (MLE1916), visible on Ordnance Survey maps in the site’s 
south-eastern corner.

Fig. 9. Overview plan of the Leaders Farm excavation.
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Despite adverse autumnal weather, which left large areas of the site heavily 
waterlogged or flooded and unworkable, the seven-week excavation has produced 
good evidence for two distinct and separate landscapes. The main focus of activity 
was in Field 1. The eastern half of the field contained several large polygonal 
enclosures, the ditches defining each enclosure exhibiting a complex sequence of 
re-cutting, suggesting that they were in use for a prolonged period of time. Activity 
within the enclosures was sparse, a few isolated pits, post-holes and tree-throws, 
but outside Enclosure A were two roundhouses (Roundhouse 1 and Roundhouse 
2). A third roundhouse (Roundhouse 3), partially uncovered on the edge of the 
excavation, appeared to be enclosed within its own timber stockade (Enclosure C) – 
identified by a line of closely spaced stake-holes found along the base of the narrow 
trench defining the enclosure, whilst a fourth possible roundhouse (Roundhouse 4) 
was recorded beneath Enclosure B. Other fragmentary pieces of curvilinear gully 
recorded in Enclosure A and Enclosure B may also be the ephemeral remains of 
further roundhouses.

Overall, finds from the excavation were light, but pottery from Roundhouse 1, 
Roundhouse 2 and some of the enclosure ditches belonged to the East Midlands 
scored ware tradition, current from the fourth or mid-third century BC to the earlier 
first century BC, and in view of the high proportion of scoring recorded, a date in the 
Late Iron Age, first century BC or early first century AD, is indicated. Roman pottery 
is noticeably absent from features in the eastern half of Field 1. A large quantity of 
fired clay was also recovered from the eaves drip gullies surrounding Roundhouse 1 
and Roundhouse 2. The best preserved material came from the gully of Roundhouse 
1, which contained a large fragment from a perforated oven plate with other joining 
fragments. The function of the plate, which perhaps sat within the house before it 
was broken up and deposited in the gully, was to provide a flat surface for cooking, 
and presumably a cooking pot was placed over the large central perforation. The 
corner of a triangular loom-weight was also found in the roundhouse gully.

The western half of Field 1 and Field 2 was crossed by systems of rectilinear ditches 
but there were few other features, suggesting much of the site had been covered 
with small enclosures or fields. Finds were scarce in these ditches, which produced 
predominantly Roman pottery of late second or third century date, with one ditch in 
the north-west corner of Field 1 producing an assemblage of later third- or fourth-
century material. Many of the ditches in Field 2 remain undated. Ground conditions 
were not favourable for well-preserved animal bone or environmental remains. Only 
bones from larger mammals typically survived, with cattle, sheep and pig present on 
the site. Fine cut marks noted on some bones indicate that the assemblage derived 
from domestic waste. Soil samples from Roundhouse 1, Roundhouse 2 and some 
of the Roman field ditches were dominated by staple food cereal crops with a lesser 
quantity of plant seeds from arable and disturbed ground. Samples taken from post-
pipes at the entrance to Roundhouse 1 suggest the burning of food waste, whilst 
possible evidence for the parching of glume wheat (excess chaff and a large quantity 
of grain) was found in one of the Roman ditches in Field 1.

No other archaeology was found in the additional trial trenches and the function 
of the large sub-rectangular enclosure in the south-eastern corner of the site remains 
uncertain. Trenches across the earthwork suggest that its banks were not constructed 
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deliberately but rather by a natural build-up of soil. It might relate also to medieval 
ploughing as the ridge and furrow across this part of the site appears to respect it.

Considering the potential 200–300-year dating disparity between the Iron Age 
enclosures and the Roman field systems, it would seem to be unlikely that there was 
continuity of use across the landscape but rather that there were two distinct and 
separate phases of activity on the site. Overall, the general impression indicated 
by the archaeological evidence is that the site lies on the periphery of the Iron Age  
and Roman activity in the vicinity – the Iron Age focus most likely being to the 
north-east of the site and the Roman focus to the west, closer to the Roman Watling 
Street which is only 2km away. X.A172.2013.

Market Bosworth, 9 Harcourt Spinney (SK 4045 0358) Neil Finn

A programme of archaeological attendance for inspection and recording (an 
intensive watching brief) was undertaken during groundwork for the construction 
of a detached garage at 9 Harcourt Spinney, Market Bosworth. The programme of 
archaeological investigation was commissioned by the owners of the property, Mr 
and Mrs Kent, and undertaken by Neil Finn of Archaeology & Built Heritage on 
13 May 2013. The application site is located in an area of archaeological interest, 
approximately 80m west of the site of a Roman villa, designated as a Scheduled 
Monument (SM ref: LE143; HER ref MLE2924). In addition, Roman remains 
have been recovered at a neighbouring property, 10 Harcourt Spinney (HER ref: 
MLE20193). The watching brief identified a soil deposit overlying natural ground, 
which contained fragments of Roman tile, medieval pottery, and tile and post-
medieval/modern pottery and brick. This deposit is likely to be associated with 
sand quarrying recorded in the vicinity on late nineteenth-century Ordnance Survey 
mapping; it may be either backfill or up-cast from quarrying. X.A71.2013.

Measham, Minorca North (SK 350 122) Roger Kipling

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was undertaken in April 2013 by ULAS 
on behalf of UK Coal on land at Minorca North, Measham. The fieldwork was 
undertaken as a preliminary to possible open-cast coal mining. The survey provided 
indications of archaeological activity of likely Roman date in the eastern area, 
reflecting the results of a previous geophysical survey of 2012. The remainder of the 
survey area appeared largely devoid of archaeology, with low numbers of prehistoric 
flint flakes and several sherds of Roman and medieval pottery recovered across the 
general survey area. X.A44.2013.

Medbourne, Mill Farm, Slawston Road (SP 7885 9330) Leon Hunt

Archaeological investigations were carried out by ULAS at Mill Farm, Slawston Road, 
Medbourne, in advance of the proposed construction of a new dwelling, garage and 
reed bed sewage treatment plant at the site, currently part of a pasture field.

The site lies in an area rich in archaeological finds. A Roman small town lying 
only about 500m south of the site was the subject of a Time Team ‘Big Dig’ in 
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2005. Results from this work located settlement evidence and a number of Roman 
and Anglo-Saxon burials, which showed that the town was in use from the fourth 
century into the fifth century and continued into the Anglo-Saxon period. 

The initial evaluation consisted of four 10m × 1.8m trenches located over the 
footprints of the two new buildings, the reed bed area and potential access track.

Three of the trenches contained no archaeological features, but in Trench 2, 
located over the footprint of the proposed dwelling, was a 1.4m-wide linear feature, 
probably an enclosure ditch associated with agricultural activity around the Roman 
town. The evaluation was followed by controlled stripping and excavation of the 
area of the new building to record the rest of the ditch, where it was affected by the 
groundworks.

A large number of pottery sherds, dating largely from the fourth century, were 
located within the fill of the ditch, along with many animal bones, suggesting dumped 
domestic waste. Metal detectoring across the site produced several dozen Roman 
coins, mostly datable to the later fourth century. The findings of the evaluation 
confirm the dates of the Roman settlement in this area and also correspond broadly 
with the results of a recent geophysical survey of the site. X.A52.2013.

Melton Mowbray, land at the former King Edward VII School, Burton Road 
(SK 759 179) Leon Hunt

An archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching was carried out by ULAS on 
land at the former King Edward VII School, Burton Road, Melton Mowbray, in 
advance of the proposed re-development of the site. 

The site consists of an area of grassed playing fields to the north and east of the 
disused school buildings, along with an area of arable land to the east of the school 
grounds.

A geophysical survey was carried out on the land prior to the archaeological 
work and a number of anomalies, which may have been archaeological in origin, 
were identified within the playing field area, along with ridge and furrow earthworks 
and possible field drains. The survey revealed substantial areas of disturbance in 
the southern part of the eastern field, with archaeological features absent from the 
northern area.

A total of 20 trenches were placed across the playing fields to the west, with a 
further nine placed across the arable field to the east. Most of the trenches in the 
western part of the playing fields were negative for archaeological features, but six 
of the trenches in the southern and eastern parts of the site contained a number of 
large ditches and gullies, most of which could be dated to the Roman period from 
the second century AD through to the fourth century AD, with an emphasis on the 
second half of the second century and the fourth century. These mainly corresponded 
with geophysical anomalies with predicted archaeological origins.

The large quantity of material recovered from the features suggests that the 
centre of activity was near to the site possibly focused on the south-east of the 
present school site, close to the neighbouring new Sixth Form Centre.

The trenches on the arable field produced no archaeological remains. The results 
in this area mirror also the findings of the geophysical survey as the southern and 
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central parts of the field appear to be covered in made up ground, mainly consisting 
of the remains of the school that previously occupied the Sixth Form Centre site. 
X.A102.2013.

Mowsley, The Old Rectory (SP 6456 8897)  Jennifer Browning

An archaeological strip, map and sample excavation and watching brief was 
carried out by ULAS south-west of The Old Rectory, Mowsley, in May and 
June 2013, prior to groundworks for a new pool house. The work produced 
evidence for a ditch, a post-hole and two gullies. Unfortunately, no dating 
evidence was recovered; however, two of the features produced animal bones. 
The features are evidently associated with earlier use of the land, possibly relating 
to activity that took place prior to the construction of the Old Rectory in the 
late eighteenth century, which was reputedly previously occupied by a farm.  
X.A98 2013.

Ravenstone, land off Heather Lane (SK 401 133)  Jon Coward

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was carried out by ULAS on land off 
Heather Lane, Ravenstone, on behalf of Leicestershire County Council. The 
fieldwalking survey revealed a sparse scatter of medieval pot, a moderate amount 
of more modern ceramic material and a very few worked flints. X.A178.2013.

Rothley, Brookfield Farm, Hallfields Lane Timothy Higgins 
(SK 5885 1225)

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation at Brookfield Farm, Hallfields 
Lane, Rothley, in February 2013. Ten trenches were excavated within the western 
section of the proposed new housing development located within paddock fields 
and a farmyard. Three of the trenches contained a few archaeological features 
dating to the early medieval period. Further trial trenching will be undertaken 
within the allotments to the east in due course. X.A15.2013.

Rothley, land south of Kinchley Lane (SK 564 138) Tim Higgins

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was carried out by ULAS on land to 
the south of Kinchley Lane, Rothley, on behalf of Lafarge Aggregates Ltd. The 
fieldwalking survey revealed flint flake and core scatters equally distributed across 
the three fields. In addition to this, a moderate density spread of mostly modern 
pottery was identified across the entire survey area. A.50.2013.

Sheepy Magna, land at Twycross Road (SP 473 757) Roger Kipling

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by ULAS in June 2013 
on behalf of Springbourne Homes on land at Twycross Road, Sheepy Magna. The 
fieldwork was undertaken following the submission of a planning application for 
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the construction of a residential development in order to assess the potential impact 
of the development on any archaeological remains as may have been present.

The archaeological evaluation produced evidence for medieval occupation in the 
form of pits and ditches dating to the early twelfth to mid-fourteenth centuries, 
and likely to represent activity to the rear of properties fronting Twycross Road 
immediately to the east. The recent work reflects the findings from previous 
fieldwork undertaken by ULAS adjacent to the site in 2002–03 on the road frontage. 
X.A78.2013.

Stanton under Bardon, Main Street (SK 467 103) Leon Hunt

An archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching was carried out by ULAS on the 
allotments, Main Street, Stanton under Bardon, in advance of the redevelopment of 
the site for new housing. 

This was the second phase of archaeological work on the site. A previous 
evaluation was undertaken on the allotments and the pasture to the south-east, 
which will be used as the replacement allotments.

The previous evaluation of eight trenches was negative for archaeological 
evidence. However, as the allotments were still in use at the time of the first 
evaluation, only four trenches were placed across the proposed development area. 
The new phase of work involved the excavation of a further 11 trenches across the 
site. 

The new evaluation was also largely negative for archaeological features; all but 
one of the trenches showing no evidence of archaeological deposits. A single narrow 
linear feature, most likely an enclosure ditch, was identified in Trench 9 but this was 
undated. X.A49.2013.

Thurlaston, Crooks Close (SP 5012 9897 centre) K. R. Wogan

In June 2013 the soil heaps at this development site were examined by K. R. Wogan. 
Finds consisted of: a thumbnail scraper, six sherds of early medieval pottery, three 
sherds of post-medieval pottery, a George III halfpenny, a piece of a nineteenth-
century soda bottle and a sherd of unknown pottery.

Tilton on the Hill, land at Manor Farm Walk Jennifer Browning 
(SK 7421 0545)

Archaeological work was undertaken by ULAS prior to groundworks for a manège 
on land adjacent to Manor Farm Walk, Tilton on the Hill. The work involved 
the excavation of four trenches, in which several areas of rubble were identified. 
Investigation revealed a ceramic land drain below the deposit, suggesting that 
building rubble was used to infill and consolidate former hollows in the field. 
Medieval and post-medieval (mid- or later fifteenth century to later seventeenth 
century) pottery was recovered during the work, including a sherd with trailed and 
jewelled slip decoration, comprising part of an inscription. X.A79.2013.
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Tugby, land at Manor Farm, Main Street  James Harvey, Roger Kipling 
(SK 7632 0098)

A desk-based assessment undertaken by ULAS for proposed development at Manor 
Farm, Main Street, Tugby, highlighted surviving earthworks which were surveyed in 
1992, and have been interpreted as a possible manor house with associated terraces 
and gardens. At the request of Leicestershire County Council, Historic and Natural 
Environment Team, as advisors to the planning authority, an additional earthwork 
survey has been undertaken to assess the condition of the earthworks. This has 
confirmed that the earthworks are relatively well preserved and any archaeological 
deposits are likely to be relatively undisturbed. A subsequent trial trench evaluation 
by ULAS produced limited evidence of archaeological activity in the form of 
probable field ditches of early medieval date. X.A96.2013.

Waltham on the Wolds, The Wheel, 9 High Street Russell Trimble 
(SK 8302 2509)

An archaeological watching brief was maintained by Witham Archaeology during 
groundworks relating to the construction of a new bungalow at The Wheel, 9 High 
Street, Waltham on the Wolds, Leicestershire. The work was commissioned by Mr 
and Mrs Stirling in response to a condition of planning permission imposed by 
Melton Borough Council. The site lies in the historic core of the settlement, in close 
proximity to the parish church and near to the line of a Roman Road. Finds of 
Roman pottery and possible post-holes in a nearby garden indicate a potential for 
settlement associated with the road. The only feature of potential archaeological 
significance located during the excavations was a low and lightly built limestone 
feature interpreted as the possible remnant of a relatively late garden feature or 
path. X.A64.2013.

Waltham on the Wolds, land to the rear of Cresswell Spring Farm,  
19 High Street (SK 8047 2499)  Sophie Clarke

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during the removal of topsoil and 
the excavation of foundation trenches associated with the construction of a new 
garage on land to the rear of Cresswell Springs Farm, 19 High Street, Waltham on 
the Wolds. A large square-shaped pit containing medieval pottery was located in 
association with an undated gully, with a second large pit, also undated, located 
nearby. X.A151.2013.

Whitwick, 5–11 Market Place (SK 4362 1610)  Neil Finn

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken to the rear of nos 5–11 Market Place, 
Whitwick, in February 2013. The evaluation was undertaken by Neil Finn on behalf 
of Trigpoint Conservation & Planning Ltd at the request of St Paul’s Associates Ltd 
for the Midlands Co-operative Society.

Three trial trenches were excavated within the car park area to the rear (north-
east) of the property. Archaeological remains were encountered in all three trenches. 
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A large pit and a smaller pit or post-hole were located in Trench 1. The large pit 
produced sherds of fourteenth- to sixteenth-century pottery and a collection of 
animal bones. In Trenches 2 and 3 a stone-built terrace or revetment wall, and 
associated paving, was encountered. This terracing is likely to date to the seventeenth 
century or earlier, based on the stratigraphic sequence. Overlying deposits consisted 
of dumps of nineteenth- and twentieth-century material used to raise the level of the 
low-lying ground in the north-eastern part of the site.

Two burials were discovered by chance on this site in the late nineteenth century, 
along with pottery described then as being ‘about 200 years old’. The circumstances 
surrounding the interment of these burials are unclear, but the possibility that 
further burials may be encountered on the site must be considered. It is likely that 
significant buried archaeological remains of medieval and post-medieval date will be 
affected by the proposed development, particularly in the central and north-eastern 
areas of the site. X.A19.201.

Historic Building Recording

Asfordby Hill Buildings adjacent to 30 South Street (SK 7252 1933) 
Archaeological Building Recording Services

Ashby de la Zouch Former Soap Factory, The Callis (SK 3565 1706) PCA
Ashby de la Zouch 8–10 Market Street (SK 35673 16738) ULAS
Barwell Cold Comfort Farm (SP 418 963) ULAS
Castle Donington 9 Apiary Gate (SK 4464 2728) Neville Hall
Countesthorpe 4 Green Lane (SP 58525 95590) ULAS
Enderby Barns at Broad Street (SP 53697 99323) ULAS
Great Bowden Buildings at the Former Mushroom Farm, Nether Green 

(SP 7477 8900) LAS
Higham on the Hill Agricultural buildings at Hall Farm, Hinckley Lane (SP 

3854 9555) Archaeology & Built Heritage
Huncote ‘Thatched Cottage’, 6 Brook Street (SP 5169 9735) TR 

Projects
Kibworth Beauchamp Outbuilding to the rear of 22 High Street (SP 68267 

93667) ULAS
Loughborough Survey of a brick and stone wall at Baxter Gate (SK 5385 

1972) Trent & Peak Archaeology
Loughborough 4 Moor Lane (SK 5392 1953) Trent & Peak Archaeology
Measham Measham Fields Farm, Swepstone Road (SK 3491 1174) 

ULAS
Narborough The Woodlands, The Pastures, Forest Road (SP 5360 

9780) ULAS
Sheepy Magna Gresley Farmhouse, Twycross Road (SK 32813 01582) 

ULAS
Stapleton Farm buildings at Barn Farm, Ashby Road (SP 42928 

97966) ULAS
Theddingworth Home Farm Barn, Main Street (SP 6672 8570) TR  

Projects



184      john thomas

Whitwick 5–7 Market Place (SK 4359 1609) Trigpoint Conservation 
& Planning

Negative watching briefs, evaluations in Leicestershire
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Anstey: Land off Groby Road (SK 5442 0772 – Oxford Archaeology East); Appleby 
Magna: 10 Rectory Lane (SK 31336 10105); Arnesby: The Paddocks, St Peter’s Road 
(SK 61729 92121); Ashby de la Zouch: Court 19, rear of 81 Market Street (SK 3591 
1682); Barlestone: Land south of Spinney Drive (SK 429 023); Billesdon: Land at 
7 Leicester Road (SK 7180 0287); Blaby: 12 Church Street (SP 5712 9788); Blaby: 
Land west of Winchester Road (SP 5690 9660); Breedon on the Hill: Land behind 
27 The Crescent (SK 4045 2276 – Trent & Peak Archaeology); Broughton Astley: 
White Horse Public House, Station Road (SP 5267 9266 – NA)); Cadeby: Land 
adjacent to Church Farm House, Church Lane (SK 4253 0234); Castle Donington: 
9 Apiary Gate (SK 4464 2728 – Neville Hall); Coalville: 346 Ashby Road (SK 413 
148); Coleorton: Former Methodist Chapel, School Room, Lower Moor Road (SK 
4035 1759 – Midland Archaeological Services); Countesthorpe: The Square (SP 
5862 9550 – AOC Archaeology); East Goscote: Land at Melton Road (SK 6460 
1359 – NA); Enderby: Land adjacent to Next PLC, Desford Road (SP 5268 9982 – 
NA); Gilmorton: Gilroy, Church Drive (SP 57080 87916); Glenfield: Land adjacent 
to 15 Groby Road (SK 5434 0703 – Archaeology & Built Heritage); Great Bowden: 
71 Main Street (SP 7403 8886); Great Glen: Land at Kingswood Lodge, London 
Road (SP 657 974); Hose: Holly Tree Farmhouse, 51 Bolton Lane (SK 7364 2947); 
Hose: Springfield House, 2 Chapel Lane (SK 7374 2949); Hoton: 39, Parsonage Lane 
(SK 575 224); Husbands Bosworth: 13 Church Lane (SP 643 844); Ibstock: Church 
of St Denys (SK 4044 0954 – Prospect Archaeology); Loughborough: Science and 
Enterprise Park, Ashby Road (SK 56045 17321); Lubenham: Land to the rear of 
Tower House, 32 Rushes Lane (SP 7057 8711); Lutterworth: Land off Bill Crane Way 
(SP 5430 8603 – Wessex Archaeology); Market Harborough: Overstone House, 112 
Kettering Road (SP 7485 8663 – Archaeological Solutions); Market Harborough: 
Ridgeway Primary School (SP 7373 8825); Markfield: Markfield Memorial and 
Miners Welfare Institute (SK 4893 1020 – Lyall & Lyall Architects); Measham: 
Measham Fields Farm, Swepstone Road (SK 3491 1174); Melton Mowbray: Land 
at Scalford Road Lodge, Scalford Road (SK 75325 21009); Mowsley: The Stocks, 
Main Street (SP 6464 8904 – PCA); Nevill Holt: Medbourne Grange, Drayton Road 
(SP 81620 94540); North Kilworth: Land west of the Grand Union Canal (SP 626 
834); Oadby: Stoughton Road Playing Fields (SK 629 015); Quorn: Farley Way (SK 
56045 17321); Saltby: Rose Cottage, 10 Main Street (SK 85010 26290); Sapcote: 
Sapcote Playing Fields, Hinckley Road (SP 4871 9345); Scraptoft: Beeby Lane (SK 
681 058); Sheepy Magna: Newhouse Grange, Orton Lane (SK 317 024); Shepshed: 
Land adjacent to 10 Market Place (SK 47990 19787); Skeffington: Sites 1 & 4, 
Stonton Catchment, Rolleston (SK 73 02); Smeeton Westerby: Debdale Lane (SP 
6796 9283 – APS); Stoney Stanton: Land east of Huncote Road (SP 4911 9565); 
Stoughton: Land to the rear of The Courtyard, off Gaulby Lane (SK 6395 0199 
– Trigpoint Conservation & Planning); Sutton Cheney: Vicarage Mews, The Old 
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Vicarage, Ambion Lane (SK 4136 0063 – Archaeology & Built Heritage); Sutton 
in the Elms: 70 Sutton Lane (SP 5171 9415 – Archaeology & Built Heritage); 
Thurlaston: Land to the rear of Normanton Grove (SP 501287 989556); Twycross: 
8 Main Road (SK 337 050); Ullesthorpe: Land at Lawn College Street (SP 50560 
87830); Wigston: Land at Moat Street (SP 6069 9855); Wymondham: The Old Mill 
House, 37 Edmonthorpe Road (SK 85310 18650).

RUTLAND

All archives are deposited with Rutland County Museum (RCM) under the accession 
number given at the end of each entry

Great Casterton, Newhaven, Pickworth Road (SK 9995 0924) Neville Hall

An archaeological watching brief on groundworks for the construction of a new front 
extension and a new single-storey rear extension at Newhaven, Pickworth Road, 
Great Casterton, was undertaken by Neville Hall on 17 June 2013. The excavation 
revealed an undated pit covered by a ploughsoil layer, containing medieval pottery 
of twelfth to fourteenth century date. OAKRM:2013.17.

Oakham, land off Main Road, Barleythorpe Andrew Hyam 
(SK 8492 1024 centre)

An archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS on land 
off Main Road, Barleythorpe, Oakham, between 14 February and 20 February 
2013. The work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting in advance of a residential 
development. The work followed on from an evaluation by trial trenching carried 
out by Archaeological Project Services in 2008, and was intended to satisfy a number 
of conditions attached to the outline planning permission. 

This phase of trial trenching confirmed the 2008 results, indicating the presence 
of a prehistoric field system. Grooved Ware and Late Neolithic flint was also 
recovered from a number of shallow features located in the north-west corner of the 
site. OAKRM:2013.3.

Oakham, Oakham School (SK 8599 0903) Sian O’Neill

Trial trenching was carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology at the Merton Building, 
Oakham School, Rutland. The work was commissioned to assess the archaeological 
implications of the proposed development of the site. Four evaluation trenches 
were excavated to investigate areas of development impact. The most significant 
archaeological remains identified were located in the central and south-west areas 
of the site, and include a Saxo-Norman boundary ditch which appears to have been 
reinstated during the early medieval period. Contemporary with the original ditch 
are the remains of a pond dating to between the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 
Other archaeological features recognised on site include subsoil layers and pits that 
are likely to relate to an eighteenth–nineteenth-century farmhouse known from 
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documentary sources. Although no Roman features were revealed, nearby Roman 
occupation is considered likely due to the recovery of a large fragment of Tegula 
(Roman roof tile) in an unabraded condition. OAKRM:2013.4.

Uppingham, land north of Firs Avenue (SK 8630 0049) Elaine Jones

Fieldwalking took place on 29 January and 26 and 28 February 2013. Flints, pot 
sherds and a little iron slag were recovered; 95 flints were retained, 24 possibly 
Mesolithic/early Neolithic and 71 Neolithic/early Bronze Age. Medieval and post-
medieval pottery was recovered.

A late Upper Palaeolithic angle-backed piece – part of a Cheddar or Creswellian 
point – was identified by Lynden Cooper, ULAS, from among 1,178 struck flints 
found on some 3ha by the Archaeological Team of the RLHRS in April 2013. The 
quantity of material concentrated on such a small area may point to a Neolithic-
Bronze Age occupation site, a tradition continuing on from much earlier land use 
going back to the last Ice Age.

Uppingham, land adjacent to Leicester Road (SK 8588 0033) Elaine Jones

Fieldwalking took place on 16 and 23 April and 8 May 2013; 330 struck flints, 
pottery dating mainly from the sixteenth century and a little iron slag were found in 
a field next to the Leicester Road allotments.

Historic Building Recording

Ketton: The beer cellar, Rutland Brewery (SK 9817 0489) Simon Porter, Adam Cade 
and Derek Kendall

Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Rutland 
(all undertaken by ULAS, unless otherwise stated)

Greetham: 1 Tithe Barn Row (SK 92653 14545); Oakham: Oakham Castle, Cutts 
Close (SK 8617 0903).

PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 2013

Wendy Scott, Finds Liaison Officer, Archaeological Services Team,  
Leicestershire County Council.

Object numbers and type

915 objects were recorded by the Leicestershire team this year, with 769 being found 
in Leicestershire. This is fewer than last year and is probably best explained by poor 
weather.
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As in previous years, Roman finds dominated (276), largely through coinage, 
with Medieval (248) and post-medieval (181) being the next largest categories. Of 
the 915 records, 769 were from Leicestershire, 77 from Rutland, 74 from elsewhere.

Discovery and recording

760 of these recorded finds were metal-detected, the rest were chance finds usually in 
association with metal-detecting; 92 individuals presented their finds for recording. 
The majority of objects were able to be recorded with accurate and useful find-
spots: 246 with 10-figure grid references, 64 with an eight figure, all being provided 
by the finders using a GPS device; 378 finds had grid references of six figures, mostly 
created by the Finds Liaison Officer and the finders using paper maps or ‘centred’ 
on villages, parishes etc. at the finder’s request. This is an improving situation which 
enhances greatly the quality of the data.

Heritage Lottery Fund pilot project

Throughout the year the FLO was assisted by volunteers and self-recorders who 
between them have added 216 records. At the end of 2013, Leicestershire embarked 
upon a Heritage Lottery Fund pilot study for the British Museum, which is testing a 
new volunteer offer aimed at increasing capacity. Leicestershire was chosen because 
of its strong use of volunteers. If funding is awarded, this project will go national in 
late 2014 and it is hoped that volunteer teams will assist each FLO, vastly increasing 
our recording capacity.

Interesting finds recorded in 2013

Prehistoric

Early Iron Age Sompting type Axe LEIC-1ED197 (Fig. 10).
This is the first Sompting Axe recorded in Leicestershire, a type of artefact whose 
distribution lies in the Midlands and Yorkshire. This one forms a southerly outlier 
for a small group of these which centres on Nottinghamshire. (See pp. 37–42 for the 
full report.)

Roman 

Roman Republican Coin LEIC-B945C7 (Fig. 11).
Again, interesting Roman coins are coming to light, a trend which is found 
nationally. This is a Republican coin found in Hathern parish. It was minted in 
Rome in 108–107 BC and is interesting as it is counter marked with two bankers 
marks on the face of Pietas. The reverse shows Amphinomus carrying his father to 
safety from ‘the flames of Etna’.

Roman Swastika Brooch LEIC-E26AB2 (Fig. 12).
It is not often an unusual Roman brooch turns up in the county, but this example 
from Huncote is the exception. As can be seen, it has a swastika form and is a type 
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Fig. 10.

Fig. 11.
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usually only found on the continent in the area of the Danube. It was found many 
years ago, but the finder wanted to ensure it was properly recorded for posterity.

Early Medieval

Late Saxon Lead Disc Brooch LEIC-9ECC43 (Fig. 13).
This late Saxon lead disc brooch was found in Wymondham parish. It is a type 
of artefact that is now increasingly being recorded, as finders are becoming aware 
of the age and importance of such objects. They date to the late Saxon period AD 
900–1100 and although ‘English’ in style, their distribution at least on the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme database is weighted towards the eastern areas of England, 
which were under the control of Scandinavian settlers. This could suggest that the 
brooches were more popular with settlers or perhaps they were worn by the English 
in this area as an expression of cultural identity.

Treasure cases

There were approximately 940 Treasure cases nationally in 2013. Eight of those 
were reported to the Leicestershire Finds Liaison Officer, with six being from the 
county itself.

Post-Medieval gold and gemstone finger ring 2013 T363 (Fig. 14).
It is not often that a Treasure case can be connected to a person or place; with this 
spectacular finger ring we can possibly do both. It was found very close to Launde 
Abbey in May 2013. It has a double bezel with an uncut ruby and a simply cut 

Fig. 12.
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Fig. 13.

Fig. 14.
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diamond. The bezels are formed to represent flowers, and the pink/red and white 
colour leads to the assumption that these represent the roses united by the Tudors. 

The fact that Launde abbey was occupied by Elizabeth Seymour, sister to Jane, 
and her husband Gregory Cromwell in the 1540s may allow us to speculate that this 
ring may have royal connections, and was probably lost by someone staying at the 
abbey. This case is currently awaiting valuation.

Post-Medieval posy finger ring 2013T163 (Fig. 15).
This posy ring has unusual imagery as it depicts a foxhunting scene. These were 
given as tokens of affection, so perhaps the giver was hinting that he would not give 
up the chase! The internal inscription, ‘in time may I’, seems to fit with this theme. 
It was found in Frisby parish and, given its hunting theme, it has been purchased by 
the museum service, and will be a fitting addition to the Melton Carnegie museum.

Fig. 15.






